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The Society, in which this Reply was delivered, 
was compoſed of near fifty members. Three fourths 
voted in favour of America; among which majority, 
above two thirds were Gentlemen of the Lay, 


— 
* 
* % 
; 8 * 
* 
** 
* * — 8 
| 3 
* 
4 _ . * — 
- 
ry ue, 
: "ena ; N 
: # - 
A. * » 4 
1 * 
* 
— * * * 
97 7 * * 2 * 
= c » N 
: Xx * ' % 
” N N 
* 4 : 
: - 
* * 
— % b 
_ 
3 g oY - * £ * 
P - 1 LES av35 r) 
1 4 b + - * 5 N 
2 = *» ..& 4 % 1 | e P 
"IE : # 4 MS 
* as, e J 4 * 2 — . * 
| . 
* 3 15 
— 
# 
} 
+4 
* . ; 
. 
* 
. 2 
. 
——ů —„— — rs — —ä4—ä6M ee erties 4 
—— eres ooocereicce — tn — — ——œ—ñ — 22 
- —— — — = 


—— — ꝶꝶkkkkͥͤ CN — 


_ 1 _ : y 8 . OI p * k Pr 
— I EE Ar Wl RE ode es”. Ye Af. et EE 
5 4 N W CD „ F N 8 LS. £ 
3 e eee * EE ap wn Ss 3 «YL 3 Ws: 
* * < 1 mug w £ 
N. a 


* 


: * 4 1 IS 
R E P L V. c. 


Me. PRESIDENT, , 


Am not the author of the queſtion be- 
fore you, but I think it a good one. 
It is meant to involve that important con- 


troverſy at this moſt alarming crifis—Are 


the Americans juſtifiable in their reſiſtance 


to unrepreſented taxation? — l think, that 


taxation and repreſentation cannot be diſ- 
united. That ſuch a diſunion would be 


directly to murder the firſt principles of 


our happy conſtitution That the right of 
repreſentation is the very eſſence of that 
conſtitution—and to violate that right, is a 


ſtep leading inſtantly to the diffolution of 


all government. We know, that the in- 


habitants of Great Britain cannot be taxed 
without being repreſented—An exertion ſo 


arbitrary would deſtroy the fundamental 
maxim of the Britiſh conſtitution, The 
Americans are not, and from the nature 
and ſituation of things, it is granted by 

TY A 2 their 


— 


their enemies, that they cannot be repre - 


ſented in the Britiſh Parliament. Then, 
of courſe, to do that without repreſenta- 


tion, which, by the true intention of the 
conſtitution, requires the moſt perfect re- 


preſentation, is undoubtedly to violate that 


great, that important, that moſt efſential- 
right, upon which the liherties of theſe 


kingdoms mult for ever depend And 


when ſuch rights are yiolated, Sydney, 


Mr. Locke, and the law of reaſon will 


tell us, that the practical diſſolution of all 


government ought immediately ta fallow. 


I acknowledge with the Gentlemen, that 


protection and fuhjection are duties reci - 


Procal. By protection we here mean the 
_ frevrity of thoſe rights and liberties which 


every member is entitled to by the dic- 
ates of the conſtitution—ln pur eſtabliſh» 


ment this is the genuine meaning of the 
word. protection. 1 acknowledge, that pron 


tection and ſubjection are duties recipro- 
cal, But when the protecting power fails 


in his part of the original contract, the 
ſubject is no longer held to the condition 
of obedience, hut of conſequence falls 
hack into the N ſtate of nature—The 


liberty 


liberty of ſuch a ſtate is to commence a 
new ſyſtem of legiſlation, By this decla- 
ration I mean to ſay, that if the King of 
England will afford this fort of protection 
to his American ſubjects, thoſe ſuhjects 
are always ready to pay him obedience. 
But if the King of England will not afford 
this ſort of protection to his American 
ſubjects, if he will not ſecure them from 
inſults, from rapine, and oppreſſion, if he 
will not ceaſe to violate his coronation 
oath, then his American ſubjects will no 
longer pay him obedience, they will render 
him no ſubjection, they will begin a new 

| ſyſtem of civil and political regulations. 
The original contract is an ancient ſtipu- 
lation between the King and People ; that 
if the ſovereign will protect and ſecure to 
them the rights and liberties of his faith- 
ful ſubjects, they will not only pay him 
obedience, they will not only render him 
ſubjection, but they will do every thing in 
their power to make him a happy and a 
glorious monarch. Such a contract is 
founded in the good of ſociety. It is 
therefore ultimately founded upon the 
laws of nature, But when the King is 
_ obſerved. 


* 


[6 1 
obſerved to violate his coronation oath— 
when the king is obſerved to break his 
part of the contract, the contract is utter- 
ly undone, and the people have a right to 
begin de novo. This is the theory I mean 
to maintain—and this is the practice 1 


wand put into execution. 


If the Americans are denominated Bei- | 
uc ſubjects by the Parliament of Great 
Britain, they are entitled to the privileges 
of Britiſh ſubjects. If they are not treated 
as Britiſh ſubjects, then it can be no re- 


bellion in them to reſiſt every diſagreeable, | 


inhuman, unnatual exertion from the mo- 


ther country, or even from whatever royal 


hand i it may come. What is commonly 


called Britiſh America, muſt either be a 


part of the Britiſh empire, or it muſt not. 
If it is, then the Americans go ſo far in 
conſtituting the whole of that empire. 
Under this ſuppoſition, it would be the 
moſt partial injuſtice, and even a rank ſo. 


liciſm in adminiſtration to oppreſs and de- 


ſtroy one part of the ſame body, and not 


extend them to the remainder alſo, when 


they are profeſſedly denominated the ſame 
ſubjects, and of courſe muſt be obnoxious 
5 10 
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to the fame government. If America is 
not a part of the Britiſh empire, that is, 
if the Americans are inſulted, abuſed, har- 


ralled, and oppreſſed 1 in ſuch a manner, as 


F 


to revert them to a ſtate of nature, which, | 


according to Mr. Hobbs, and according to 


right reaſon, is a ſtate of. war, then moſt 
aſſuredly the Americans have a right to act 
with ſpirit and reſolution to their own ſe- 
curity, to their own preſervation, without 
incurring the odipus offence or denomina- 
tion of rebels. Theſe are rights and im- 
munities which are granted them, confirm- 


ed and protected by natural Juſtice, by 


poſitive compact, and by immemorial uſage. 


I mean, Sir, that theſe are rights and im- 


munities which are granted them by the 
God of Heaven, who has ſo ordained it 
from the foundation of things ; that they 
are confirmed by charters and ſolemn agree- 
ments; and that they ought to be pro- 
tected by that ſacred uſage, which com- 
menced in our conſtitution beyond the 


memory of man. I think, that to defend 


and maintain theſe conſecrated rights of 
America, is to defend and maintain their 


Properties, their laws and cuſtoms, their 


lives, 


f 8 ] 15 
| lives, their Ubertics,” their” country, Aud 
the Britim conſtitution. | "To facrifice and 
give them up, is to facrifice themſelves, 
their aged parents, their wives and chil- 
dren, the honours and ſepu ulcres of their 
| anceſtors, the claims and bleffings « of pol- 
terity. We feel that there muſt be a ge- 
neral anxiety and reſolution to retain to 
themſelves whatever objects are ſo dear, ſo 
| intereſting 1 to mankind. But if the Ame 
ricans give way in a ſingle inſtance, how- 
ever minute that inſtance may be, who 
can anſwer, but in a little time, all thoſe 
obiects, though ever ſo dear, though ever 
ſo intereſting, may be raviſhed from them. 
| It i is not the value of the money the Ame- 
ricans care for. One precedent creates ano- 
ther. In a momentary ſpace they grow to- 
| gether, and are produced as law. They 
begin as matter of fact; they end as ſolid 
doctrine. The Romans were led from one 
precedent to another, from ſhades and gra- 
dations of miſchief and wickedneſs, as at 
laſt not at all to be ſurprized or alarmed 
upon the total loſs: of all their liberties, 
and the ſubſequent deſtruction. of the Ro- 

man Commonwealth, There is an awful 


duty 
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| aug upon the Americans to preſerve the 


rights and liberties which have been tranſ- 
= them from their anceſtors—And 
without unnatural barbarity, they cannot 
ſuffer the. deareſt inheritance of their. 


children to be deſtroyed or impaired... 


It is now confirmed, Sir, by fatal ex- 
perience, to be a thing impoſſible for the 
few minifters who govern, to entertain a 


ſincere regard for the many people who 


are governed; or that the friends and 


hirelings of arbitrary power will not endea- 


vour to fetter thoſe men who would chuſe 


to live and die in a free conſtitution. It is a 
point at preſent under diſputation, whe- 


ther the few at the helm of affairs in 
England can have any ſincere regard for 
the many that are put under their protec- 
tion in America. From the late occur- 
rences in the Britiſh Parliament, we want 
no farther evidence to determine that 
queſtion, Nor can we imagine but they 
will uſe every effort to enchain thoſe Coe 
lonies of North America, which they 
falſly conceive have long been inclined to 
republican principles. For my own part, 
as a Scotchman ſaid before me, and, by 

| B the 


* 


he by, it was a rare phenomenon in « 
Seotchman, I db profeſs a ſpecutative predi- 
tion to that form of government—But I am 
convinced the people of America would 
rather live under a mixed, under a limited 
monarchy, ſo conſtituted as ours, than 
under the moſt perfect republic that ever 
was eſtabliſhed upon earth. At the ſame 
time, Sir, I have no doubt, and F ſpeak it 
to the eternal honour of America, that the 
manners of thoſe brave people are n and 
firittly republican. 

The Gentlemen, my opponents, have 
made the baſis of their argument to reſt 
upon the deſtruction of the tea at Boſton: | 

that the Boſtonians were highly to blame 
in deſtroying the tea; and that they ought 
to have made a compenſation for it. 
Il Sir, T hold that the Boſtonians were not to 
i blame in the deſtruction of the tea; and 


=_— that they ought not to have made a com- 
il penſation for it. The Boſtonians were 
j} | condemned without being repreſented, 
19 


Without being heard, without being tried 
in a legal manner, and even without any 
requiſition on the part of the Eaſt India 
Company. Was it ever known under 

Heaven, 


II 0 11 1] 

Heaven, that an inſignificant treſpaſs up- 5 
on private property, by thirty, or forty | 
perſons, to be puniſhed, in the firſt in 
ſtance, with ſhips of war and armed men, 
with blood and deſtruction? The very 
queſtion carries a deciſive anſwer along 
with it—lt never was known. Even from 
a aforeign ſtate there is always a demand of 
ſatisfaction made; when that ſatisfaction 
is denied, then it is judged time enough to 
put more forcible meaſures into execution. 
The Eaſt India Company well knew that 
tea was a particular commodity, Hlegally 
| taxed to America, for the ſole purpoſe of 
fixing a precedent of ſlavery upon thoſe 
devoted people, They knew that the 
Americans had frequently remonſtrated 
againſt that barbarous taxation—They 
knew that the Americans had aſſociated 
| againſt, that barbarous taxation, The 
Company were conſcious that it was alto- 
gether a miniſterial manœuvre, to ſound 
the virtue, the ſpirit, and activity of the 
Colonies—And they were conſcious, that 
they themſelves were the wretched tools 
and inſtruments of that manœuvre. We 
know that a certain renegado, one Gover= 
B Ss. nor 


it. #2 1 


not Hutchinſon, 1 think” they call him, 


would not permit the "teas to be ſent back 
to England, as they were from New Vork 


and Philadelphia And 'we know, that if 


the'teis had been landed in Boſton, they 
would have been confumed by the friends 
and mercenaries of Government, at leaſt; 

and conſequently, that the Eaſt Nitin 
Company would not have met with that 
puniſhment which they ſo richly deſerved 
for their ſordid and mein-ſpirited inſult 
upon American liberties. From this 
number of undeniable facts, it follows 
moſt incontrovertibly, that the Boſtonians 


were not to blame in their deſtruction of 


the tea And that they cannot make a 
compenſation, without giving up the grand 
conteſt which they have ſo long ſupported 
with ſpirit and perſeverance; and with- 
out acknowledging that the Britiſh Par- 
liament have a right to make flatutes of ſuf- 
fecient validity to bind the Colontes in all caſes 
whatſoever. | 


Sir, you have been' told this evening a 
great deal about American independance. I. 


ſhall be happy to place that matter in its 


popes light. The Americans wiſh for 
that 


3 P 
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a peaceable re-eſtabliſhmenit of the po- 
litical and com mercial union between 


Great Britain and the Colonies, which 
_ and ſubſiſted at the cloſe of the laſt 


They think it an object moſt ar- 
ently to be wiſhed for. They tell you 
ſo from the General Congreſs; they tell 
you ſo in every action of their lives. 
Have the Americans ever forfeited their 
title to veracity ? I defy the Gentlemento 
point me out a ſingle inſtance in which the 
Americans, as a collective body, have de- 


viated from the ſtricteſt laws of moral and 
political truth. To miſrepreſent a people 


at ſo great a diſtanee, and upon a matter 
of the very firſt importance, where their 
properties, their lives, their liberties, and 
their conſtitution are at ſtake, is cruel, un- 


juſt, barbarous, and illiberal. The Co- 


lonies were planted upon theſe conſidera- 
tions; to diſburden the mother country, 
over charged with inhabitants; upon the 
apprehenſion that ſo extenſive a continent 
ſhould fall into the hands of ſome other 
power; and upon the future proſpect of 
commercial advantages, till thoſe Colonies 
were in a ſituation to reſiſt. But it never 

E „„ could 


ever they came. to a certain period, would 


It was. upon this idea that the Colonies had 
given them thoſe reſpective copſeerated 
charters, in order to keep them the longer 


ul 


could enter into the head of any. miniſter, 


who had common; ſeaſe, or hiſtorical xead- 
ing, or the; uucorrupted feelings of human 


and ought to aſſert their independency. 


under the Britiſh ſubjection. If the Co- 


lonies had no ſuch charters. given them, it 
was well under ſtood, that the Americans 


would the ſooner look into the rights of 
of human nature, would the ſooner look 
into the rights of the Britiſh conſtitution ; 


and of conſequence: would the ſooner get 


emancipated from that odious dominion. 
To violate thoſe charters, was the moſt 


 idiotical ſtroke of politics that ever was 


exhibited in the life of man. I am con- 
vinced, that if thoſe charters had remain- 
ed inviolated, the Americans never would 


have entertained the moſt diſtant notion of 


a ſeparation from the mother country. To 


ſecure peace, tranquility, affection, and a 
mutual intercourſe between Great Britain 
and the Colonies, the Americans would 


chear- 
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che political and commercial connexion, 


171 


rf mene db the re-eftablithment of 


upon the old foundation. Ter, in my 
opinion, foch a connexion is not the moſt 
elipible to the human mind. But rather 
an fübtnit to the Britiſh Miniſtry, or a 
Britiſn Parliament, in their former or pre- 


ſent arbitrary and deſpotic proceedings, the 


Americans will chuſe to exiſt or breathe 
iadependent of the common country, tho” | 


civil war and blood - ſhed were to be held 
in perpetual proſpeck. | 


The Gentlemen have relied a great deat | 


upon; that popular argument of parent and 


child; by way of illuſtration betwen Great 
Britain and America. If the Gentlemen 
were philoſophers, they would readily fee 
that this was a moſt deceitful: method of 


reaſoning. The connexion between a pa- 


rent and a child is a natural connexion. It 
reſults from a certain com pacted aſſociation 


of ideas. The chain is ſimple; it conſiſts 


only of one link; there is nothing inter- 


mediate; the imagination has no room to 


wander; the mind is tied down to the two 
objects before it. It is a natural connexion; 
and therefore cannot be broken. But it 

8 | is 
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will z not ſo with . Britain and America: 
America was firſt taken poſſeſſion of, was 


| Il. flirſt cultivated with the induſtry, the 


1 riches, and the blood of the firſt ſettlers. 
= Parliament had nothing to do in the mat- 


i HT ter. The Colonies conſiſt of a vaſt variety 
il of different nations, who have emigrated 


: from every difterent part of Europe. I 


0 doubt whether the King is lord paramount 
Ell! of the ſoil; the lands are ſubject to the 
ö [| las of occupancy; it is a new world. 
Here that natural connexion does not ſub- 
fiſt; that certain compacted aſſociation of 
ideas does not take place; the chain is not 
ſimple; it is a compound chain; it con- 
ſiſts of many links; there is ſomething in- 
termediate; the imagination has room to 
wander; the mind is not tied down to the 
two objects before it. The connexion is 
not a natural connexion; it is an artificial 
connexion, and therefore may be broken 
upon any juſt occaſion. The argument is 
not applicable ; the illuſtration intended 
by i it is unphiloſophical. M7 
The Gentleman upon my right band has 
j | endeavoured to ridicule the Americans up- 
on their ir preflice of n in that country. 
I hope 
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1 hope the Gentleman did not do it ac- 


cording to the beſt of his abilities I hope 
we ſhall have a better ſpecimen of thoſe 
abilities upon ſome other examination, _ 


Sir, the Americans are fully ſenſible! of 
the unhappy predicament in which they 
ſtand upon that point. They have re- 


ſolved to purchaſe no more of thoſe Ne- 
gro ſlaves. There is a plan in agitation to 


ſet even thoſe free who are already in their 
poſſeſſion Either to let them return to 


their native country if they chuſe it, or to 


make them tenants of the lands which 
their maſters at preſent occupy. How- 
ever, Sir, the Americans are not totally to 
blame even in this inſtance. It is the 


Engliſh Parliament and the Engliſh mer- 
chants, who are anſwerable for this defect 
in coloniſation. They firſt ſent: Negro 


ſlaves to that inſulted country; they firſt 
introducedthat banefulimportation ; which 
has now become a practice, a trafic, and a 


habit not eaſily to be removed. The Ame- 
ricans acknowledge the ſlave trade to be 


barbarous and inhuman. They acknow- 
lege it inconſiſtent that free Americans 


ſhould hold in ſlavery. Their ideas are 


C | now 
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now v erpänded. not only upon that ſub- 
ject, but upon all others. Neceſſity may 
compel them to retain the number of Ne- 


groes that are already introduced for a lit- 
tle time, but that period will be of ſhort 
duration. Even emigration will very ſoon 
ſettle that important point. 


The Gentleman upon my left band 
Fong to pride himſelf conſiderably upon 
the udian argument. I muſt obſerve to 
him, in the firſt place, that he is now in- 


_ volved in a moſt deplorable ſituation. If 


he ſupports the legiſlative ſupremacy of 
the Britiſh Parliament over the people of 
America, he muſt then admit that the ex- 
tirpation of the Indians, as he is pleaſed to 
call it, was the operation of the Engliſh 
Parliament from the beginning. If he 
denies that it was the operation of the 
Engliſh Parliament from the beginning, 
then the conclufion will evidently follow, 


that the Britiſh Parliament cannot be ſu- 
preme over thoſe people who did extirpate 

the Indians. Beſides, Sir, every man muſt 
know that the population of the earth, 


the cultivation of a new deſart world, the 
welfare of the general fociety, the propa- 
gation 
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gation of a one ſupreme God, and the in- 


culcation of the Chriſtian religion, are 


| ſufficient motives to reſtrict a barbarous 


and favage ſet of people to a particular re- 


gion upon that extenſive continent A re- 
gion that is unknown in its dimenſions, 
and muſt contain ten thouſand times a 


greater quantity of lands than ever they 
can poſſibly make uſe of and lands much. 
richer and much better calculated for theit 
way of life, the original ſtate of hunting, 
than any they have left behind them in the 
lower parts of the country. But indeed 
the truth of the matter is, that moſt of 


theſe lands, now in the poſſeſſion 'of the 


Britiſh inhabitants, | have been bought 
from the Indians. They were not taken 


from them by force of arms: the original 
Inhabitants have not been extirpated. The 


word extirpation is a very improper term 


to make uſe of upon this occafion. I wiſh 


the Gentlemen who ſpeak in this Society 
would confine themſelves to truth and to 


matters of fact. To my knowlege things | 


that are ſpoken here have been carried in- 
to private companies, and from thence to 
the cars of the Miniſter, To offer aſſer- 

1 tions 
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tions as " poitive. matter of veracity, i ina 
contention ſo important, where the prin- 
cipal party is abſent, and only a few in- 


* . 
J 


dividuals to defend their cauſe, is favage, 


* 
* 4 1 


impious, and abominable. 

Let me now examine the important ar- 
gument « of protection; taken in the popu- 
lar, acceptation of the word. It is upon 
this argument of protection, and the fan- 
ciful dignity of Parliament, that fire and 
ſword are ſent like a deluge to every cor- 
ner of aſſociating America. The Ameri- 


cans want no protection at the expence of 


liberty. They would rather be totally 
extitminated than breathe under ſo wretch- 
ed an exiſtence. However, Sir, in return 


| for this protection they give you the very 


great advantages of their extenſive com- 
merce—They feed every rank of people 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and the Weſt 
Indies—Many millions are ſubſiſted en- 
tirely by them. The landed properties 


are more than quadrupled by that con- 


nexion. The navy of England, and the 
land army of Great Britain are in a chief 
manner ſupported by their beneficial com- 
merce—And by them the dignity and im- 
portance of the Britiſh empire are extend- 
portanc 


* * 

"7 

$ 

GE 
a 
& 
vp, 
1 
3 

Pp 

As . 

= 
» IS 
4 


[ 21 
ed throughout the . There is not a 
planter or farmer in North America that 


does not pay at leaſt ten times the taxes 


that the inhabitants of Great Britain do. 
— Not indeed under the expreſs denomi- 
nation of taxes ; but they paythem in ſub- 


ſtance; they pay them in money, or they 
pay them in the produce of the anc i 


They maintain their own internal lift ; 

they ſupport their own civil eſtabliſh- 
ments. There is not an article of Britiſh 
manufacture that goes from this country, 


that does not, upon an average with the 


other articles, bear at leaſt 250 per cent. 
when ſold to the Britiſh Americans. And 
the Americans are obliged to hi” 
them, becauſe they are fo reſtrifted by 
the Britiſh legiſlature, that they cannot 
purchaſe them elſewhere. The Americans 


are willing to tax themſelves in proportion 


to their reſpective abilities—And they are 
willing that the produce of ſuch a taxa- 
tion ſhould be applied by Parliament to 


the alleviation of the national debt *. But 


they will not ſubmit to be O*Connor'd. 
In my opinion, this conceſſion from Ame- 


* This proceeded upon the ſuppoſition, that Lord 


| Chatham's Plan was dictated by the American Agents. 


rica 


( 28 |] 
rica is going to that lengthwhich can never 
be juſtified. to poſterity. upon the principles 

of prudence. It is too great a ſurrender, to NF 

tax themſelves upon the full amount of their 7 
reſpective abilities; and at the ſame time to 3 
be confined and reſtricted i in all their trade 
and navigation by the Parliament of Great I 

Britain. This conceſſion will not operate 4 
as a future encouragement to the Colonies, 

| It may be productive of many ſubſequent = 
acts of oppreſſion. ut all theſe weigh. 

ty conſiderations are not enough; ; the. co- q 

lonies muſt be taxed at pleaſure by unli- A 

mited authority. The royal confidence A 
and. their own ſolemn charters. muſt be | 
totally annihilated. They muſt become 
perfect ſlaves. If the Americans would 

ih condeſcend to pay off the national debt; 

118 if they would condeſcend to diſcharge all the 


. annual taxes ariſing in Great Britain; if 
* they would condeſcend to fatten a whole 
legion of hungry dependents; then perhaps 
b ll the Americans might be admitted to the 


1 privileges of Britiſh ſubjects. Sir, the A me- 
C * ricans are not protected merely becauſe 
0 they are Britiſh ſubjects; they are pro- 
[f tected upon theſe brand conſiderations re- 
ſulting 
Milt 
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tenũye and benefigial advantages of their 


commerce and ſeamen Upon the dignity 


and. importance they communicate to the 
Britiſh empire in every part of the globe 
And upon the fear and danger of their 
falling into the hands of ſome other 
power, who in conſequence of ſuch an 


acquiſition might diſcompoſe the balance 


of European politics. If the Colonies 
were uſeleſs or burdenſome to the mother 
country, the unnatural parent would very 
haſtily withdraw that protection, which 
ſhe now magnifies in all the pomp and 
ſtrains of theatrical declamation. It is 


the ruling principle of ſelf-intereſt, it is 


that ruling principle which has made her 
act the part ſhe has hitherto done—I fear 
it is the damnable and damaed principle 
of deſpotic power that puſhes on the pre- 
ſent inhuman proceedings. 

The Gentleman has ſaid, that if we had 
not protected the Colonies, they would 
have fallen into the hands of France, 
Suppoſe they had. If that Gentleman 
was acquainted with hiſtorical. records, he 
would now that the Colonies of free 


ſtates | 


1a 


ſtates have always been more uniformly | 


oppreſſed than the Colonies of a pure mo- 
narchy, or even deſpotiſm itſelf. I make 
no doubt the Americans would rather be 
ſubject to the uncontrolled-dominion of a 


king of France, among a ſenſible and po- 


lite people, than be ſubject to the uncon- 

trolled dominĩion of an unconfined Ariſto- 

cracy,” in a land rn ke with ach 
and corruption. 

The honour and dignity of the Parliament, 
Ws honour and dignity of the Britiſh na- 
tion have been thundered out this even- 
ing. To anſwer this argument in its full 
extent, we muſt have recourſe' to the 


whole of the preceding diſquiſition. I 


have vindicated the Americans in their 


preſent” reſiſtance. even to mathematical 


demonſtration. I have proved to convic- 
tion that the inhabitants of the Britiſh 
Colonies are only contending for their 
conſtitutional rights and liberties Are 
contending for the inviolation of their ſo- 


lemn charters and the royal confidence. I 


have proved that their preſent oppoſition 
originally took place from an arbitrary, 
unlimited, and undefined taxation—And I 

| <5: have 
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has proved that the Americans, are ends. 


ing and conteſting upon the genuine prin» 


ciples of the Britiſh conſtitution. I never 


knew that the honor and dignity of a 


Parliament, that the honor and dignity of 


the Britiſh nation conſiſted; or could ever - 


be preſerved by injuſtice, by violence, and 


by oppreſſion. I am afraid the honor and 


dignity of the Britiſh nation have long 


ago been ſacrificed. Both friends and ene- 


mies feel the change. If the honour and 


dignity of the Parliament could ever be 


retrieved, it would be in TO amps juſ- 
tice to American virtue, 
The Gentleman below me thi: made 


ſome obſervations upon the charitablæ nf 
Stance which was given by the Colonies 


to the unfortunate Boſtonians. In con- 
tradition to the Gentleman, I 'think it is 
the moſt glorious monument of the god- 
like principle that ever was recorded in 
the annals of hiſtory. It was ſupreme 


benevolence in the Colonies to give all the 


aſſiſtance to the diſtreſſed Boſtonians, com- 
patible with the extent of their fortunes 


and abilities. They conſidered the miſera- 
ble fituation of that devoted town as de- 


„ manding 


Wt I} 
8 minding the moſt ſpeedy as effeftual re- 
lief. They felt the dictates of humanity ; 
they felt a brotherly affection. He muſt 
have a baſe · born ſoul who would not 
comply with fo PRO ſo u a 
requiſition. TEL 
The North Briton at We Farther end of ; 
the room Has ' endeavoured to create a di- 
von among tlie Colonies He has made 
the 5 of his argument to lean 
upon ſuch a diviſion And to do him juſ- 
tice, he has raiſed a very ingenious ſuper- 
ſtructure upon that foundation. How- 
ever, Sir, 1 catitiotagter with him in his 
principles of © AdeJph; © building. He has 
taken the premiſes for granted, and drawn 
the moſt logical conclufions. I ſhall ſtrike 
at the very root of his argument. I will 
not fatigue myſelf to lop off the branches. 
l ſay there is not, and in my opinion 
never will be a diviſion among the aſſocia- 
ting Colonies of North America. The 
affair of Netw York does not deſerve a ſe- 
rious refutation. The fact has been miſ- 
repreſented. ' We know that there are 
ſome miniſterial hirelings in the city of 
New York. — for the repu- 
tation 
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tation of that province, moſt of thoſe 


hirelings have been ſqueezed into the 


preſent aſſembly. Let us propheſy what 

a new aſſembly will bring forth. N ot a 
man of them will be elected again. The 
people are unanimous throughout the 


whole province to ſupport the reſolutions 


of the Continental Congreſs. Even thoſe 


very miniſterial hirelings are at length ſa- 


tisfied, that the Parliament of Great Bri- 


tain have no right to tax the Colonies; and 
that the late proceedings of the Britiſh 


Parliament are not warrantable upon the 
principles of the Britiſh, conſtitution. Ac- 


cordingly they have draw wn up a Petition 


to the King, a Memorial to the Lords, and 
a Remonſtrance to the Houſe of Commons. 


The preſent commercial ſtratagem will 
not anſwer the Miniſter's purpoſe.— The 


Americans think that the town of Boſton 
and the Colony of Maſſachuſett's Bay are 
now ſuffering in the common cauſe of 


North America. They think that the 


late unjuſtifiable acts of Parliament, rela- 


tive to the town of Boſton and their fiſter 


Colony of Maſſachuſetts, are unconſtitu- 
tional, arbitrary, and oppreſſive. They 
FOO 
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ö Tp never. be / parated, They know thar 
an a & of « op reflion, Hiredted t any ons 
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tive N al aft the town of Boſ- 


ton, the province 'of Maffachuſetes, and 


the reſt of New England,” as directed i in 
progreſſion, to. each particular eſtabliſh- 


ment. Tam copyinced there © will be pre- 
ſerved a firm aud ſubſtantial vr union and aſ- 

| ſaciation | among all the Colpnies: of Bri- 
tiſh. America. 50 am ſute there is, and 
ever will be, among thofe people courage, 
firmneſo, reſolution, unanimity, and af- 
feQion. Neither, too tame under the falſe 
idea of moderation, nor hurcied on by 
paſſions « diſallowable. An alliance enter- 
ed into upon their principles, and their 
motiyes. of acting, will be, . muſt be laſt- 
ing and effectual. It is obſerved by the 
prince of orators, a that where affection 
« joins, and one common intereſt ani- 
mates the confederating powers, there 

: 6 the 
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« the alliance is never to be ſhaken.” In 
the hiſtory of mankind there never 'was' 
known a greater unanimity and affection 
than ſubſiſt at preſent through every part 
of aſſbeiating America. The inhabitants 
of thut vaſt continent look upon this try - 
period as the moſt noble ſtruggle for 


the rights and liberties of a free · born peo- 


ple. The Genius of England has croſſed 
the Atlantic, and animates the boſom of 


the Weſtern world. They are prepared 


and determined to teſiſt. They will ne- 
ver give up their cauſe. They will con- 


tend to the lateſt extremity. Their coun- 


try may be drowned in blood, but their 
ſpirit never will be vanquiſhed.—— The 
laws of nature and the conſtitution have 
alloted every individual a certain ſtation 
for the good of his country, whether that 
individual be the higheſt or the loweſt in 
the community. A man that will not obey 
ſuch allotment, but acts in oppoſition to 
the good of his country, or even remains 
negative when the good of his country is 


at ſtake, ought certainly to be held among 


the worſt and baſeſt of mankind - And in 
my opinion, whatever Colony or perſon 
hall 
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hall dare to abandon the ſtation aſſigned 


them by the laws of ſteedom for the wel- 
fare of America, ſhould from thencefor- 


for patriotiſm, for civil and eee, 1 
berty. 29311 212961 fo ChE 3319 Mg 1oage x 
It is ſaid this evening, Abit Lord N 4 


has in ſumt mieaſure given up dhe grand 
point of taxation. Iam abways ready to 


do juſtice) to his Lordſhap's> humanity. 
Perhaps he may ſeriouſty wiſhi for an hon 
durable accommodation. en. r 


North hasi muſt: gr 


road to arriue bat ãt n: The: preſent ce com- 

mercial proceedings do not tarry the aſpect 
ciliation- The Colo- 

nies are not to be intimidated. A conti-. 


of amioable recoi 


nuation and ſucceſſion of oppteſſions will 


0 only ſerve to exaſperate them the more. 
All che grievances complained of from 


the Continental Congreſs, and all the ſub- 
ſequent proceedings of Parliament ſhould 
have been ſuſpended in their operation, 


till the Americans had paſitively refuſed to 


impoſe a {elf- taxation. I imagine the 
Americans will look upon the celebrated 
| motion 


ward be decmelt -infamous-j eternally, and 
unworthy. to inhabit a lan diſtinguiſned 


1 


motion of my Lord North as nothing more 


than a miniſterial manœuvre to diuide and 
govern. It ĩs intended alſo to ſtupify the 


people of Great Britain. The Americans 
muſt be put upon their guard. It will do 


them no detriment to keep a watchful eye 


to the preſervation of their liberties. I 
am unable to diſcover what mighty advan- 
tages tlie Colonies can poſſibly derive from 
this magnificent motion of the noble 
Lord. . We are told that the Colonies are 
left at full liberty to tax themſelves. And 
yet the produceof ſucha taxation muſt meet 


with the approbatian of the Britith Parlia- 


ment; and the total amount of ſuch taxation 
be ſubjected to the unlimiteddiſpaſtian of that 
Parliament. Here is only a mere change 


of words. The right and the ſubſtance of 


American taxation are as much aſſerted 
and retained. by the preſent propoſition, as 
they could have been by the moſt poſitive 


and direct act of Parliament whatever. 
Without ſome more ſubſtantial modifica- 


tion of the prevailing idea to tax them 
ſelves, the Americans will never accede to 


the wiſhed- for accommodation with the 
mother country. Why ſhould they, Sir? 


They 
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They have many briglit er to Y 
minate the path before them. T 
rms and ammunition ina great abundance. 
They have many able and experienced 
commanders. They have men with hugh 
firength-of body, and who bear the hearts 
of lions. They have the beſt troops in 
the world for an American war; hardy 
and intrepid they are brought ap to diffi- 
culties, and they fear no danger. But 
above all, Sir, they have a title built upon 
that foundation, againſt which the | 200M 
Lt DESPOTISM can never prevail. 

The Gentlemen have made great ute of 5 
ſuppofitions this evening. It is ſomething 
wonderful that fanciful caſes and the 
flights of imagination ſhould be made uſe 
of, ſhould be even tolerated in an argu- 
ment and a matter of the firſt importance. 
It is a ſtrong preſumption how miſerably 
they are pinched for ſomewhat better. 
But their fuppofitions continue as diftant 
from matters of fact, as their unnatural 
and ſophiſticated diſcourſes are from the 
dictates of humanity and from ſolid argu- 
ment. Let the Gentlemen ſuppoſe the 
immaculated ſubmi Mon of puſillanimous 
| America. 


8 


1 1 


America. I allow the Gentlemen to enjoy 
that original idea. The Americans hold, 
and they hold juſtly, that a bloody indepen- 


dence is a more deſirable ſituation to a ge- 


nerous - thinking mind, than the moſt 
lender ſubmiſſion of a free - born people to 
an arbitrary, 2 and undefined 


taxation. 


Before I quit che: est . 
give me leave to take ſome ſhort notice of 


Taxation no Tyranny ; that late anonymous 
publication which has been ſo idolized 


this evening. 1 give the writer full cre- 


If the author 


dit for alt his pompoſity. 


was a young man, his monſtrous pedantry 
might in ſome meaſure be entitled to an 
allowable extenuation. But as the author 
is an old man, his conſummate ignorance 
of the Britiſh conſtitution ought to ren- 
der him an object of contempt=-Or his 
miniſterial corruption an object of deteſta- 


tion. His logie is moſt certainly influ- 
enced by the logic of the Treaſury. He 
reaſons a good deal in conformity with 


Jeremiah Dyſon upon the Middleſex elec- 


tion, The preſent Adminiſtration are Ve- 


ry bountiful of the public money. How 
E | generous 


4 6's.” 
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3 _— 
generous it is to encircle with PROSTITU= 
TION the brows of Mr. Fobnſon ! I think 
this pamphlet will do infinite ſervice to 
the cauſe of America. It will ſhew that 
the argument of the Miniſter is com. 
pletely vitious, when ſo bare-faced a per- 3 
formance could be the production of his 1 
greateſt champion.— I will give you the 
[ definition of zyranny, according to the fa- 
4 mous Samuel Johnſon (a very different 
| man from the preſent) in his Folio Dicti- 
[ onary. Tyranny is abſolute power 1mperiouſly 
9 adminiſtered. Can any power be more ab- 
| ſolute, can any power be more imperiouſ- 
ly, more authoritatively adminiſtred, than 
in forcing my property from me without 
my conſent ? No limitation, no duration 
preſcribed. It is tyranny in the fulleſt 
| extenſion of the term. The inhabitants 
- of this country would not chooſe to be 
taxed by their German anceſtors. The 
iſland of Great Britain is nothing more 
than a union of different Colonies from 
the neighbouring continent. Many un- 
diſputed records will tell us, that Calais 
and the Counties Palatine were never liable 
to taxation until they ſent repreſenta- 
tives 
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[ 35. J 
tives to the Engliſh Parliament It was 
the opinion of the judges of England, in 
the reigns of Henry the Sixth and Richard 


the Third, © that a tax granted by the 
Parliament of England ſhall not bind 
e thoſe of Ireland, becauſe they are not ſum- 
« moned to our Parliament: Ireland hath a 
* Parliament of its own, and maketh and 
« altereth laws, and our ſtatutes do not 
66 


© bind them, becauſe they do not ſend knights 
©. fo our Parliament.” Sir Edward Coke 
ſays, it is againſt the franchiſes of the land 
for freemen to be taxed but by their own con- 
1 ent. The journals of the Houſe of Com- 
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be hath a full and abſolute property in his goods 
and eſtate, and cannot be taxed but by com- 
mon conſent, Let us hear my Lord Chat- 
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ham; you have no right to tax America—T 1 


rejoice that America has refiſted—Two millions 
F our fellow ſubjefts, ſo loft to every ſenſe of 
virtue as tamely to give up their liberttes, 
would te fit inſtruments to impoſe chains upon 


the reſt. What does my Lord Camden 


lay; my reſearches have more and more con- 
vinced me, that you have no right to tax Ames 
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mons have reſolved, that the ancient and 
> "undoubted rights of every freeman are—that 
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Oe ee maintain it u my 10 breath 
—Taxation and repreſentation are inſepura- 
5. But it is faid that a great part of 
England are actually taxed by the Parlia- 
ment, who are not repreſented in that 
Parliament. Suppoſe we grant it, does 
the argument apply to the preſent diſputa- 
tion ? The repreſentation in America is 
pretty much upon the ſame "eſtabliſhment 
that we find itin this country; The Ameri- 
| Cans are not contending for an alteration of 
theconſtitution—They are only contending 


for the enjoyment of the moſt effential 


right of the conſtitution, to be taxed by 
their repreſentatives in the manner already 
eſtabliſhed. It is a ſtrange way of reaſon= 


ing to ſay, that becauſe the repreſentation | 


is imperfect in Great Britain, that it ought 


to be totally aboliſhed in America, 1 


might as well ſay, that becauſe the repre- 
| ſentation is imperfect in that country, 
therefore it ought to be aboliſhed in this. 

How ridiculous itis to tell us, that becauſe 
ome individuals are taxed in Britain with- 
out their . conſent, therefore that a/l in 


America muſt be taxed alſo without their 


conſent 
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conſent. In. Great Britain, it is an.caſy 


matter for the nan+eleQtars to become elec- 


tors But ĩt ĩs impoſſible forthe Americans 


to become electors tothe Britiſh Parliament, 


without totally changing the nature of 
the queſtion. The elected, the electors, 
and the non- electors, are all equally inter- 
eſted in the matter of taxation; they 


equally participate; they have all the ſame 
ſecurity. But the Americans are not equal- 


ly intereſted, they have no ſuch participa- 


tion, they have no ſuch ſecurity. In pro- 


portion as the Americans are burdened 


with taxation, in the ſame proportion the 


inhabitants of this country are lightened 
In taxation, It is this one conſideration 
that makes unpopular the preſent reſiſtance 
of North America. Is it not agreeable to 
the feelings of the human mind, for an 
individual to receive a convenient perſon at 


i& expence of the people? And will it 


not alſo be agreeable to thoſe feelings, for 
the one people to receive emoluments, to 


receive exonerations at the expence of ano- 


ther people? A little will never ſatisfy. 
Men will never think they have enough, when 
5 they 
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| they can take more; nor — a 


part, when'tey can ſeiat the whole. Per- 


haps too the penſion may. be quadrupled. 
If the Americans were to contribute their 
fulleſt proportions to relieve the neceſſities 


of Great Britain, the mother country 


would never receive thoſe proportions with 


any marks of gratitude or affection. Her 


: pride and - brutality do already conſider 


them as matters of the moſt perfect right. 


In the ſame manner that my pride and bru- 
tality would. operate in 4 Journey to the 
Weſtern Iſlands of Scotland. The more I 
was relieved from the oppreſſions of my 
journey, the greater civilities I met with, 


and the kinder entertainment I experienced 


from thoſe hoſpitable people, ſo much the 
leſs would be my gratitude, ſo much the 
more would be my encroachments, ſo 


much the greater ſhould I conſider the 


tributes due to my vaſt importance, Per- 
haps too, upon returning to my native 
country, if myſelf and my patrons did 


not receive too violent a ſhock from that 


conſummate maſter of political electricity, I 
ſhould devote all the faculties of my head 
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and heart to abuſe and miſrepreſent the 
Great American, But after all, Sir, I will 
readily grant there are ſome fe touches of 
Z wrt that flaſh out from that miniſterial 
| on pamphlet. And I will readily grant alſo, 
that many of the arguments contained in 
that performance ſhine to a very great de- 
gens but they ſhine as — ſhines 
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be Page 21, line 7, inſtead of theſe words, they pay them in 
money, or they pay them in the produce of the country, let the 
: llewing be ſubſtituted by way of erratum, they pay them 
In the prodigious advantages of their exports and imports. 

Page 34, line 3 from bottom, after Calais, add Wales. 
To the end add, the following is a paragraph from 
E ohnſon's journey to the weſtern iſlands of Scotland, © The 
mountaineers having loſt that reverence for property, BY 
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A HICH THE ORDER OF LIFE Is PRESERVED, ſoon con- | [4 
ider all as enemies whom they do not reckon as friends, | 
And think themſelves licenſed to in vat whatever they are 1 


3 hot o9liged to protect. Does this accord with the doarins 4 
ef Taxation a0 Dram . 4 
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Bey can take more; nor e 0nd 4 


part, when bey can ſeias tbe whole. Per- 


haps too the penſion may. be quadrupled. 

If the Americans were to contribute their 
fulleſt proportions to relieve the neceflities 
of Great Britain, the mother country 
would never receive thoſe proportions with 


any merke of gratitude or affection. Her 
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country, if myſelf and my patrons did 
not receive too violent a ſhock from that 
conſummate maſter of political electricity, 1 
ſhould devote all the faculties of my head 
| | 2 
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and heart to abuſe and miſre reſent the 
Great American. But after all, Sir, I will 


readily grant there are ſome few touches of 
| wit that flaſh out from that miniſterial 


pamphlet. And I will readily grant alſo, 
that many of the arguments contained in 
that performance ſhine to a very great de- 


gree ; but they ſhine as putrefaction ſhines 


in the dark. 
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